310                    Htrault de Sechelles.                 [CHAP.

Billaud-Yarenne to organize the S}7stem of the Terror as  a
member of the Great Committee of Public Safety,

Carnot, the two Prieurs, Robert Lindet, Jean Bon Saint-
Andre', Billaud-Varenne, and Collot d'Herbois were the seven
working deputies of the Great Committee of Public Safety
who really administered the government of France from
September, 1793, to July, 1794, just as Robespierre, Couthon,
and Saint-Just were the three Rousseauists who looked upon
their position in the Great Committee as a step towards
establishing a new regime, and it is easy to see which party
had the majority and was really responsible for the govern-
ment of France during that terrible year. Nothing need bo
said of Thuriot, who was elected to the Great Committee on
July 10, and resigned on September 20; but some notice must
be taken of Herault de Sechelles, the Dantonist colleague of
these great men, and of Barere, the habitual reporter of the
committee.

Marie Jean Herault de SechellesI differed entirely from
the rest of his colleagues in birth, bearing, and opinions, and
this elegant courtier of former days must at times have felt
himself strangely out of place among the earnest men with
whom he was supposed to work. He was the descendant of an
ancient Norman family; his grandfather, Rene Herault, was
lieutenant-general of police from 1725 to 1739, his uncle was
the Marechal de Contades, and his father was a colonel in the
army, and was killed at the head of his regiment at the battle
of Minden. He was born at Paris in 17GO, in the year of his
father's death, and received a good education, by which he
profited to become an excellent Greek scholar, and in 1779,
though only nineteen years old, he published an Eloge de S'ttger,
which excited some attention. He was introdiiced at court by
his cousin, Madame de Polignac, and the queen at once took
a iancy to the handsome youth, who was known both at court
and m city circles as "le beau Sechelles." He became an
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